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Ames Community Workshop Summary 
On the evening of March 2, 2016 a meeting was held at Zeke’s community center with members of the Ames 
community. This meeting was the first of many opportunities for the Ames community to get involved in the 
Lincoln Way corridor planning process. 

The meeting began with a brief overview of the projected planning process, highlighting the various ways people 
can get involved. Following the introduction, the workshop participants were guided through a four-question 
worksheet that identified the community’s key issues, priorities, and strengths in relation to the Lincoln Way 
corridor. 

Issues or Concerns 
To begin, the community workshop participants were asked to identify five issues or concerns that are currently 
confronting the Lincoln Way Corridor. This first exercise was intended to bring forth any and all concerns that 
community might have. Once all of the issues and concerns were listed, the participants were asked to identify their 
top three priorities. This allowed the community to see, by show of hands, the greatest priorities of their fellow 
community members. The following is a brief summary of the overarching issues discussed, in order of importance 
based on the priorities identified by the participants. 

Pedestrian/Bicycle Mobility 
The pedestrian and bicycle mobility throughout the community was a major issue for the community workshop 
participants. A total of eight different issues were identified that are pertinent to bike- and walk-ability throughout 
the corridor. General comments included the desire to create a continuous bike/pedestrian trail along Lincoln Way, 
and stemming from it, the need to address the constant vehicular/pedestrian interaction to ensure that it’s safe, and 
the desire to continue the sidewalk/bike trail to the west of Dakota Ave. Additionally, the community would like to 
see an improved pedestrian crossing at Grand and Lincoln Way, and more pedestrian crossings throughout the 
corridor. Specifically related to Campustown, the community would like to see a pedestrian bridge, and overall 
bike/pedestrian friendliness increased since this is an area with heavy activity related to the University. 

Vehicular Traffic Efficiency & Safety 
Vehicular traffic efficiency and safety is a concern for many Ames community members. Some noted the desire to 
integrate left turn signals onto Lincoln Way, slow traffic near the west Hy-Vee, and identify and address traffic 
impacts from new developments. Concerns were also noted about general traffic safety, maintaining an efficient 
traffic flow, the back-up of vehicles from trains onto Duff Avenue, and the clear acceleration of both vehicles and 
pedestrians through yellow lights along Lincoln Way. 

Aesthetics & Character 
The character of the Lincoln Way corridor is important to consider as it is a major thoroughfare of the community, 
allowing visitors and residents to cross the entire width of the city. Throughout the community workshop, various 
issues and concerns were identifyed in relation to the aesthetics and character of the Lincoln Way corridor. Overall, 
there is a concern with the fragmentation of the corridor, the overall lack of sense of place along the corridor, the 
generic character of recent redevelopment, the lack of integration of ISU throughout the corridor and throughout the 
entire community, and the overall need for beautification along Lincoln Way. This was specifically noted as an issue 
near Downtown. Other issues related to aesthetics and character of the corridor include the loss of historic buildings 
(such as those in Campustown), the need for a gateway to Downtown from Lincoln Way, the need for stronger 
property maintenance requirements between University Blvd and Downtown, visual improvements of the east 
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industrial corridor, and the appearance of City entrances/gateways on the east and west ends of the community along 
Lincoln way. A comment also related to the need for increased signage for marking entrances to commercial sites. 

Campustown 
Campustown is a specific area of interest for the Ames community. Throughout the community workshop, many 
identified the need to address bike/pedestrian friendliness, suggesting that a pedestrian bridge be put in near that 
area. Additionally, the community would like to see something done about the safety of on-street parking around 
Welch Avenue, and access to the new multi-modal facility and CyRide stops. 

Connectivity to Downtown 
A concern was noted that there is a lack of connectivity between the Downtown and the Lincoln Way corridor. 
Many people expressed a desire to connect Lincoln Way to the Downtown in order to bring more people to this area 
that is currently being passed right by. One suggestion was to have a grade separated access point to Downtown. 

Types of Future Development 
Future development along the community is a focus of discussion among community members. Many people would 
like to see more mixed use development along the corridor, while others would like to see a balance of residential 
and commercial development. Some stated the desire to ensure that the single-family neighborhoods are preserved. 
One comment related to making better use of underutilized commercial sites.  

Environmental Concerns 
There were a few issues and comments that were related to environmental concerns along the corridor. Overall, 
people would like to see an integration of sustainability throughout the Lincoln Way corridor, but also the 
community at large. Additionally, they would like to see more street trees planted along the corridor, and a zero-
tolerance for building in the floodplain along Lincoln Way. 

Projects or Actions 
Workshop participants were asked to identify specific projects or actions that could address one or more of the 
issues or concerns that they had with the Lincoln Way Corridor. The following bullet points identify the many ideas 
brought forth by the community, categorized by the issue it is intended to address, but not prioritized in any specific 
order.

Aesthetics & Character 
• Creating welcoming east and west gateways 

with beautification 

• Find a wayfinding theme for the corridor 

• Refurbish business area on Duff to Grand 
Ave. to improve the look, and give 
Downtown Ames a gateway from Lincoln 
Way 

• A continuous beautification down the entire 
corridor that ties everything together 

• Beautification by widening sidewalks, 
planters in middle of the street similar 
between Beach and Lynn 

• Make the Duff/Lincoln Way entrance a 
welcoming entryway 

• Downtown gateway to Main Street with a 
phased mixed use development 

• Develop gateways/entrances to campus and 
Downtwon 

• Better lighting along all sections of Lincoln 
Way 

• Landscape policies/requirements for all new 
development and improvements to existing 
development 

• Enhancing facades 

• Develop a commercial/residential gateway 
from Lincoln Way to Main Street at Kellogg 
Street 

Environmental Projects or Actions 
• A median with trees right down the middle 

• Soften landscape/beautify 
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• Landscaping, involving students 

• More trees-make it look nice 

• Don’t allow building in floodplains 

Bike & Pedestrian Safety & Connectivity 
• An entire corridor plan for vehicles, 

bicycles, and pedestrians 

• Complete streets with bike paths, sidewalks, 
lighting, streetscaping, and stormwater 
management with unique differences to 
specific areas of town. 

• Buffered bike lanes across the corridor 
(reduce to 3 lanes, reduce speed, and add 
trees and streetscaping) 

• Bike lanes along Lincoln Way 

• Bikeway from stadium (University Blvd) to 
west Hy-Vee 

• Bike/Pedestrian-friendly corridor 

• Bike/Pedestrian-friendly campus as a 
destination for economic development 

• Address pedestrian safety by adding more 
crossings controlled by stoplights, adding 
barriers between roadway and sidewalks, 
and lowering speed limits to 30 MPH or less 

• Protected bike lanes 

• Pedestrian-friendly development close to 
housing 

• Complete streets—fully accessible to all 
modes of transportation for full corridor 

• Safety (bike lanes and protected pedestrian 
access 

• Protected pedestrian crossing in 
Campustown (Bridge, underpass, etc.) 

• Enhanced safety resources, traffic calming, 
crosswalks, and skywalk in Campustown 

• Bike trails under bridges at Squaw and 
Skunk rivers 

• Alternative pedestrian crossings in 
Campustown 

• Road diet in residential/Campustown areas 
with physically separated bike lanes 

• Bridge in Campustown 

• A well-marked bike route utilizing Lincoln 
Way and side streets 

• Wider sidewalks/bike paths 

• Lincoln Way corridors conducive to bike 
travel as a backbone that connects the rest of 
city trails 

• Build a continuous shared use path that 
connects the entire span of the corridor 

Development Controls 
• Incentives for preservation of commercial, 

rental properties, and single-family housing 
along Lincoln Way. 

• Redevelopment near downtown with the 
addition of mixed use facilities to bring 
more housing options Downtown 

• Provide grants to businesses or residents to 
improve physical appearance of properties 
to maintain unique character of 
Campustown and residences 

• Preserve residential (single-family) areas; 
trees, keep all projects sustainable and not 
just develop to develop—realize that ISU 
will not grow forever 

• Program to help blighted properties—
incentives? 

• Program to attract quality development and 
help existing businesses 

• Eminent domain the properties to make 5 
lanes in Downtown 

• Use of alternative zoning in certain areas—
form based code 

New Uses 
• Integrate mixed use or row houses or both to 

the derelict area, especially between 
University Blvd and Downtown on the north 
side to beautify the area and provide young 
professional housing 

• Commercial destination in west Ames 

• Coffee shop/pedestrian bridge in 
Campustown (perhaps connected to the MU 
parking ramp) 

• Affordable micro-apartments above 
affordable small business spaces 
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• Creation of destination sections—mixed use 
village, Campustown, industrial, etc. 

• Realistic financial considerations to 
implement ideas 

• Mixed Use develop property

 
Vehicular Traffic Efficiency Controls 

• Complete re-engineering of entire traffic 
control device system along Lincoln Way 

• Underpass under railroad on Duff 

• Bus pullouts at all bus stops on Lincoln Way 
that are long enough for 2 buses 

• Upgrade traffic signals to smarter 
technology 

• Left-turn lanes at Beach and from beach 
onto Lincoln Way 

• Left turn lights at Sheldon onto Lincoln 
Way 

• Traffic calming through Campustown 

• More bus turnouts 

• Major reconstruction to widen road to add 
turning lanes where needed 

• Provide off street parking and controlled 
traffic access from residential onto Lincoln 
Way 

• Re-do placement of traffic signals 

• Install red-light cameras at specifically 
dangerous intersections, and step up 
enforcement of traffic along pedestrian-
heavy areas 

• Create a project promoting alternative 
transportation to reduce cars and emissions 

• Left turn arrows at Lincoln Way and Clark 

• Integrate corridor improvements into Long 
Range Transportation Plan 

• Make it multi-modal 

• Proper signage, traffic lights, or turn lanes to 
facilitate left turns onto and from Lincoln 
way  

• Excellent transit 

Strengths & Assets 
Attendees were asked to identify the assets that the corridor provides to the community to ensure that these are 
maintained and built upon rather than disregarded and possibly lost. The following is a list of assets provided by the 
community workshop participants. 

 
• Traffic is much better controlled on Lincoln 

Way than S 4th Street 

• Variety. Many businesses that are not 
national chains 

• Defined zones throughout –industrial, 
residential, and commercial 

• New campus town development looks nice 

• Functional route to get east to west 

• Business diversity and affordability 

• Historic Lincoln Way—historic impact/role 
of Lincoln Way and therefore should 
maintain historic properties 

• Easy access from Highway 

• One of the few places that brings students 
and residents together (enhance and improve 
this!) 

• Acts as an area of primary activity for the 
entire city 

• Links Downtown to ISU 

• Good connector between diverse areas of 
town 

• Good bus system 

• That w actually have a single corridor—
many communities wished it would be so 
easy to have what we have 
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• Provides the right of way to accommodate 
the future of transportation 

• Great tree at University Blvd and Lincoln 
Way 

• Focuses community diversity on the corridor 

• Has a good mix of residential and businesses 
with unique character 

• Lake LaVerne, Memorial Union, Hilton, and 
even the Tip-Top lounge are iconic to Ames 
and all along Lincoln Way 

• Jeffs and other smaller restaurants in 
Campustown 

• Hansen’s Sinclair auto repair shop 

• The natural redevelopment that is happening 
by developers is great and it’s important that 
is able to continue. 

• The want by many in the community is 
important for businesses on Lincoln Way 
and maintaining the traffic along the 
corridor is important for their success 

• Some strong commercial assets to save, but 
others bulldoze and redevelop 

• An opportunity to preserve history of the 
community 

• A corridor where commercial and residential 
could be better combined in a small scale 

• Lots of public land on Lincoln Way with 
ISU and IDOT. 

• Main Street is in close proximity 

• Integration of waterways to attract people to 
them 

• Fairly defined zones throughout 

• New Campustown development looks nice 
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