
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Galesburg Collective 

Outreach Summary 
- May 30 & 31, 2017 



                                                                                        
 

Introduction 
 

The City of Galesburg hired Houseal Lavigne Associates (HLA) as a consultant to assist with completion of 
both a new Comprehensive Plan and Recreation and Parks Master Plan. On May 30th and 31st of 2017, 
members of the consultant team were in Galesburg to conduct outreach in support of the Recreation 
and Parks Master Plan. This was a first step in the planning process, focusing upon development of a full 
understanding of Galesburg’s parks and recreation system. 

Workshops and meetings were held with key members of the Recreation and Parks Department staff, 
the City council, a Steering Committee, and Stakeholders. The workshops and meetings provided an 
opportunity to understand local trends, issues, opportunities, assets, and constraints. 

This report summarizes the events hosted and basic findings of outreach conducted on May 30th and 
31st. The details and the summary of the workshops and stakeholder interviews are presented in the 
following sections. 

• City Council Working Session 

• Recreation and Parks Department Workshop 

• Steering Committee Workshop 

• Student Workshop 

• Stakeholder Interviews 
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Galesburg Recreation and Parks Master Plan

City Council Working Session Summary 
Tuesday May 30, 2017 

During the City Council working session on Tuesday, May 30, 2017, members of the council participated 

in a workshop regarding the Recreation and Parks Master Plan. This workshop provided an opportunity 

for council members to offer their perspectives on issues and opportunities for parks and recreation in 

Galesburg. The main component of the workshop was an exercise designed to gather feedback 

regarding issues, concerns, opportunities, and strengths within the community. Input from this and 

other workshops will help to guide goals, recommendations, and policies which are included in the final 

plan. 

Overall, members of the City Council identified funding for maintenance, upkeep, and long-term 

projects as the central issue for parks and recreation in Galesburg. Additional issues were identified, 

such as the lack of facilities and programs for children, maintenance of existing facilities, and the need 

for expanded recreational facilities, but were often related back to the lack of funding to address these 

concerns. Council members also emphasized the lack of parkland or a larger community park in the 

southwest portion of the City. When asked to identify potential projects, council members identified a 

variety of interesting new facilities which could be built, such as a mini-golf course, a pump track, or an 

ice skating and hockey rink. Projects also focused on maintaining and activating existing facilities as well 

as ensuring all areas of the community have access to recreational opportunities and parkland. Lake 

Storey and many of the facilities located at Lake Storey were highlighted as important community 

assets, as well as Kiwanis Park and Lincoln Park.  

Note on Summary Context 
The following is a summary of the thoughts, comments, and opinions received in the workshop in 

response to the above questions. Some comments were shared with the entire group, while others were 

recorded privately on worksheets. It is important to note that the items identified in this summary are 

not recommendations or observations of the consultant, but rather feedback and comments received 

from those who participated in the workshops. 

Issues & Concerns 
At the beginning of the workshop, participants were asked to identify their top issues and concerns 

regarding recreation and parks within the City of Galesburg. After generating a single, cumulative list, 

participants were asked to individually rank their top three issues identified by the group, be it their 

own or those raised by others. Below are the highest ranked issues as determined by those in 

attendance, as well as all other issues identified through the workshop. 

Highest Ranked Issues 

• Long-term funding for parks and recreation

• Insufficient facilities and programs for children and youth, particularly lower income populations

• The southwest portion of the community lacks access to park facilities

• Maintenance of existing facilities



• Lack of full-sized basketball courts

• Lack of recreational facilities or a community center

Other Issues by Category 

Parks and Facilities 

• Wading pools were not opened by Memorial Day

• Outdoor tennis courts are in disrepair

• Lake Storey Beach is poorly maintained

• Not enough sports fields

• Need more shelters in parks, particularly Kiwanis Park

• Parks need more areas to sit and rest, such as benches

• Vandalism in parks

• Lighting is inadequate in parks

• Outdated equipment 

Programming & Operation 

• Insufficient programs to meet the needs of the community

• Some facilities are underutilized, often due to a negative perception or ‘stigma’

• Restroom facilities are inconsistent, either poorly maintained or nonexistent

• Access to information about activities and programs

• Necessary maintenance of facilities is often delayed

City Administration 

• Communication with vulnerable populations in inadequate

• Economic division within the community

• Safety after dark

Priority Actions & Projects 
In response to the list of issues, participants were asked to name specific project or actions that would 

provide solutions to those issues or improve parks and recreation within the community. Recommended 

projects and actions are categorized below. 

New Parks and Trails 

• Develop a park in the southwest with a wading pool

• Develop a park downtown for recreation

• Develop orchards, tree sanctuaries, and green spaces

New Facilities 

• Build a multi-purpose community center with intergovernmental programs

• Build a go-kart facility

• Build a mini-golf facility

• Construct more bike trails

• Add more bike lanes and routes

• Build more full-sized basketball courts

• Add more rest areas at existing parks



• Build more shelters in parks 

• Build an ice skating / hockey rink 

• Build a pump track 

Programming 

• Host winter time activities in parks 

• Host more events and festivals in parks 

• Organize activities in neighborhood parks such as sports competitions between different areas 

of the community 

• Establish programs to education about nature 

Maintenance, Repairs & Renovations 

• Maintenance and upkeep of existing facilities 

• Maintenance of Lake Storey 

• Upgrade existing park equipment 

• Plant more trees in parks 

• Update and add more lighting in parks 

• Improve parks to encourage family gatherings 

• Clean the water of Lake Storey 

Strengths & Assets 
As the Recreation and Parks Master Plan moves forward, the key strengths and assets of the community 

should be regarded as areas to maintain and build upon. Participants identified the strengths and 

advantages of recreation and parks which make Galesburg a great community and should be preserved, 

which are categorized below. 

Parks 

• Lake Storey 

• Lincoln Park 

• Kiwanis Park 

• Standish Park and Arboretum 

• Nature Center 

• Location of parks 

• Parks are easy to get to 

Facilities & Programming 

• Swimming pools 

• Wading pools 

• Lake Storey Pavilion 

• Lake Storey walking trail 

• Lakeside Waterpark 

• Walking and Biking trails 

• Emphasis on biking in Galesburg 

• Armory (as an opportunity) 

Sports Amenities 

• Baseball fields 



• Lake Storey ball field 

• YMCA Soccer Field 

• Municipal golf course 

Community 

• National Railroad Hall of Fame 

• Major not-for-profits providing facilities and programming such as YMCA, Discovery Depot, and 
Art Center 

• Open Space 

• Partnerships with Knox College 
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Galesburg Recreation and Parks Master Plan

Recreation & Parks Department Workshop Summary 
Tuesday May 30, 2017 

The City of Galesburg hosted a workshop with the Recreation and Parks Department on Tuesday, May 

30, 2017 as part of the Galesburg Recreation and Parks Master Plan. This workshop provided an 

opportunity for Department staff to offer their perspectives on issues and opportunities for parks and 

recreation in Galesburg. During the workshop, staff completed an exercise designed to gather feedback 

regarding issues, concerns, opportunities, and strengths within the community. Input from this and 

other workshops will help to guide goals, recommendations, and policies which are included in the final 

plan. 

The top issues identified by the Recreation and Parks Department staff was lack of necessary staff to 

handle a growing number of responsibilities. Staff discussed the limitations of seasonal staff and the 

difficulty of completing projects and regular tasks with so few full-time employees. A lack of funding was 

also emphasized, with many staff members feeling that limited funds is greatly restricting the 

department’s ability to meet the needs of the community. Overall, staff agreed that greater 

maintenance and upkeep is necessary to address existing facilities, many of which are aging and in 

disrepair. When asked to identify potential projects, staff listed a range of improvements to specific 

parks and facilities as well as the administration and operation of the department. Lake Storey was 

identified as a key asset for the community, and thus many projects centered around improving and 

expanding that facility. When asked to identify their top 3 parks in the City, the most popular choices 

were Lake Storey, Lincoln Park, and Rotary Park. 

Note on Summary Context 
The following is a summary of the thoughts, comments, and opinions received in the workshop in 

response to the above questions. Some comments were shared with the entire group, while others were 

recorded privately on worksheets. It is important to note that the items identified in this summary are 

not recommendations or observations of the consultant, but rather feedback and comments received 

from those who participated in the workshops. 

Issues & Concerns 
At the beginning of the workshop, participants were asked to identify their top issues and concerns 

regarding recreation and parks within the City of Galesburg. After generating a single, cumulative list, 

participants were asked to individually rank their top three issues identified by the group, be it their 

own or those raised by others. Below are the highest ranked issues as determined by those in 

attendance, as well as all other issues identified through the workshop. 

Highest Ranked Issues 

• Insufficient staffing and not enough full time employees

• Maintenance and upkeep of existing facilities

• Lack of funding

• Lack of marketing and promotion



• Aging and dilapidated facilities

Other Issues by Category 

Parks and Facilities 

• Lack of a multi-purpose facility for department programs

• Decay of parks infrastructure

• Department facilities do not match the needs of programs 
offered

• Golf course clubhouse is too small and requires renovation

• Golf course POS system is insufficient

• Golf course parking lot needs to be resurfaced

• Department has too many facilities to maintain

• Ballfields are closed to kids

• Ballfields at Lake Storey need better maintenance
• Vandalism in parks

• Restrooms are inadequate and poorly maintained within parks

• Lakeside Waterpark needs renovations

• Hawthorne Pool is outdated

• Skate Park is poorly located within the community 
Programming 

• Lack of events and activities

• Lack of activities for teenagers and young adults within parks

• Lack of programs for developing sports fundamentals

Operations 

• Lack of space for proper storage of department equipment

• Department needs new equipment, such as a mini excavator

• Weed control and other pesticide needs

• Emphasis is on temporary fixes rather than permanent solutions

• Hours of operation are inconvenient to the public

Recreation and Parks Department 

• Poor management of existing facilities and programs

• Poor communication between City Hall and Recreation and Parks Department

• Funding is not well allocated or managed

• Lack of leadership

• Lack of long-term visioning for the Department

• Poor communication or lack of communication

• Opinions of maintenance workers are not considered equally

• Many projects get started, but not finished

• Department needs to simplify and make processes easier

• Department information online is inaccurate and difficult to access

• Department is not respected by other branches of City government



Priority Actions & Projects 
In response to the list of issues, participants were asked to name specific project or actions that would 

provide solutions to those issues or improve parks and recreation within the community. Recommended 

projects and actions are categorized below. 

Parkland Improvement 

• Complete the path around Lake Storey 

• Build more baseball/softball fields with modern equipment, materials, and parking 

• Build new bathrooms at all parks 

• Update or renovate playgrounds and equipment 

• Expand Lakeside Waterpark to appeal to teens and adults 

• Build a marina at Lake Storey with kayaks and boating 

• Add lights to the bike and walking path at Lake Storey 

• Expand Lake Storey’s size and increase programming offered there 

• Construct paths from public right-of-way to all playgrounds and equipment 

• Explore more options for activities and equipment which appeal to adults 

New Facilities 

• Add more parks on the south side of town 

• Build a fitness or recreation center 

• Build a multi-purpose facility to offer more programming 

• Build a multi-use sports complex 

• Build a cart storage building for the municipal golf course 

• Build a new golf course clubhouse 

• Build a joint aquatic facility with school district 205 and Knox College 

• Build a proper skate park 

• Develop a centralized baseball/softball complex 

• Build a new building for the forestry division 

• Build a putt-putt golf course 

Maintenance, Repairs & Renovations 

• Renovation of greens, tees, and fairways at municipal golf course 

• Install new pump house, double row irrigation system, and drainage system at municipal golf 

course 

• Resurface parking lots at the golf course 

• Remodel the golf course clubhouse patio 

• Expand the municipal golf course driving range 

• Renovate or rebuild aquatic facilities, especially Hawthorne Pool 

• Renovate parks maintenance building 

• Remove grass on 4th Street bridge 

• Replace boat ramps at Lake Storey 

• Replace all fences 

• Replace siphon tube at Lake Storey to make sure it works properly again 

• Upgrade campground facilities 



Administration 

• Hire more full-time staff 

• Hire an additional recreational supervisor 

• Improve monitoring and surveillance at parks to stop vandalism 

• Launch a campaign to market and promote parks in Galesburg and to adjacent communities 

• Make improvements so that there is a playground within 0.5 miles of every resident 

Strengths & Assets 
As the Recreation and Parks Master Plan moves forward, the key strengths and assets of the community 

should be regarded as areas to maintain and build upon. Participants identified the strengths and 

advantages of recreation and parks which make Galesburg a great community and should be preserved, 

which are categorized below. 

Parks 

• Lake Storey 

• Lincoln Park 

• Campgrounds 

• Bunker Links Golf Course 

• Number of parks 

• Park locations 

• Beautiful parks 

Facilities 

• Lake Storey Pavilion 

• Lake Storey walking path 

Programming 

• Department offers many recreation programs 

• Many free events for the public 

• Fishing at Lake Storey 

• Equipment 

Recreation and Parks Department 

• Department staff 

• Strong community connection with other organizations, such as Knox College or District 205 

• Employees work well together 

• Department has many amenities which are not typical for its size 

• Staff is positive 

• Department does a lot with a little funding 

Community 

• Historically established community 

• Available land to expand 
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Galesburg Recreation and Parks Master Plan

Steering Committee Workshop Summary 
Tuesday May 30, 2017 

The City of Galesburg hosted a steering committee workshop on Tuesday, May 30, 2017 as part of the 

Galesburg Recreation and Parks Master Plan. This workshop provided an opportunity for steering 

committee members to offer their perspectives on issues and opportunities for parks and recreation in 

Galesburg. During the workshop, participants completed an exercise designed to gather feedback 

regarding issues, concerns, opportunities, and strengths within the community. Input from this and 

other workshops will help to guide goals, recommendations, and policies which are included in the final 

plan. 

Overall, members of the steering committee discussed the age and condition or parks and facilities 

within Galesburg, emphasizing the need for maintenance, upkeep, renovation, or replacement of many 

amenities. Participants noted the need for greater promotion and marketing of existing facilities and 

programs to create more activity within the community. In addition, discussion centered around 

limitations of the Parks Department as a branch of the City government, and the benefits of operation 

as a Park District. The top issues identified was the lack of centralized facilities for sports, recreation, 

and other programming. As a result, the top project was to create a consolidated, multi-purpose facility 

and a centralized sports complex. Additional projects and improvements centered on ideas to improve 

existing parks and facilities. Lake Storey was consistently identified as a key asset for the community, 

and thus many projects focused on improving and elevating this space. Additional assets and strengths 

included the Lakeside Water Park, the unique and well dispersed existing parks, the availability of land 

for growth, and the local community. 

Note on Summary Context 
The following is a summary of the thoughts, comments, and opinions received in the workshop in 

response to the above questions. Some comments were shared with the entire group, while others were 

recorded privately on worksheets. It is important to note that the items identified in this summary are 

not recommendations or observations of the consultant, but rather feedback and comments received 

from those who participated in the workshops. 

Issues & Concerns 
At the beginning of the workshop, participants were asked to identify their top issues and concerns 

regarding recreation and parks within the City of Galesburg. After generating a single, cumulative list, 

participants were asked to individually rank their top three issues identified by the group, be it their 

own or those raised by others. Below are the highest ranked issues as determined by those in 

attendance, as well as all other issues identified through the workshop. 

Highest Ranked Issues 

• Lack of a centralized, consolidated recreation center or facility

• Lack of a centralized sports complex

• Lack of marketing, promotion, and advertisement for parks and facilities



• Aging and dilapidated parks, facilities, and amenities

• Limitations of operation as a Park Department rather than a Park District

• Campgrounds are becoming old and run-down

Other Issues by Category 

Parks and Facilities 

• Lack of unique park spaces

• Lack of public restrooms within parks / need to update existing 
bathrooms

• Lack of an interconnected biking and walking trail system

• Lack of hiking trails

• Abuse of facilities / vandalism

• Lack of lighting on paths and trails within parks, particularly Lake Storey

• Lack of beautified green spaces

• Picnic tables and other facilities are aging

• Need to expand and improve the Nature Center

• Need to update or renovate Hawthorne Pool 
Programming & Operation 

• Hours of operation for some facilities is limited

• Lack of parks, facilities, and programs geared toward teenagers and young adults

• Lack of kid-friendly parks and equipment

• Lack of handicapped accessibility to parks and facilities

• Parks are not used enough

• Parks are not clean

• Need for new or additional equipment within parks, particularly playground equipment

• Need for an improved softball / baseball facility

• Limited facilities for year-round programming

Recreation and Parks Department 

• Need for better maintenance and upkeep of existing facilities

• Need for greater collaboration with other organizations to enhance parks and facilities within

the community

• Location of the parks relative to and within the community

• Lack of informational materials regarding existing parks and facilities

City Administration 

• Safety and perception of safety within parks

• Lack of safe access and transportation routes to parks and facilities, particularly lack of sidewalks

• Declining City revenue is limiting programming

Priority Actions & Projects 
In response to the list of issues, participants were asked to name specific project or actions that would 

provide solutions to those issues or improve parks and recreation within the community. Recommended 

projects and actions are categorized below. 



New Parks and Trails 

• Expand outdoor hiking trails

• Build new trails and pathways to create a connected network between parks and facilities

• Establish bike lanes and routes to build a bicycle network

• Build new parks which interact with local history, such Carl Sandberg or George Ferris

• Connect the bike and walking path at Lake Storey to the rest of the community and other trails

• Build a park in the downtown

New Facilities 

• Build a consolidated sports complex

• Build a new baseball complex

• Build a centralized, multi-purpose recreation center with an indoor pool

• Expand Lake Storey Pavilion to operate as an event space

• Build working bathrooms at all parks

• Build a larger club house at the golf course with food and drink accommodations

• Build unique features in outdoor spaces, like a butterfly house or botanical garden 

Programming 

• Add lights to the bike and walking path at Lake Storey

• Add more lights to improve safety in all parks

• Improve existing sports facilities with playgrounds, concession stands, and water features

• Renovate existing or add new equipment at parks to make them more kid friendly

• Host more sports tournaments throughout the year

• Add new playground equipment at Lake Storey

Maintenance, Repairs & Renovations 

• Expand the size of Lake Storey to become a larger regional destination

• Expand Lakeside Water Park and make it more teen and adult friendly

• Repair and renovate existing parks and recreational facilities

• Renovate and improve Hawthorne Pool

• Expand and improve the Nature Center

• Renovate and upgrade the campgrounds, potentially including cabins or multi-purpose spaces

Administration 

• Become a Park District separate from the City

• Market and promote existing sports facilities and programming within the City

• Survey residents in distinct neighborhoods to design facilities and programs that fit the specific

needs of different parts of the community

Strengths & Assets 
As the Recreation and Parks Master Plan moves forward, the key strengths and assets of the community 

should be regarded as areas to maintain and build upon. Participants identified the strengths and 

advantages of recreation and parks which make Galesburg a great community and should be preserved, 

which are categorized below. 



Parks 

• Lake Storey 

• Campground 

• Lakeside Water Park 

• Lincoln Park 

• Rotary Park 

• Disc golf course 

• Golf course 

• Dedicated green space 

Facilities & Programming 

• Lake Storey Pavilion 

• Nature Center 

• Horseback riding arena 

• Aquatic Facilities 

• Wading pools at neighborhood parks 

• Large amount of classes, activities, and lessons provided for all age groups 

Community 

• Airport 

• Residents are actively involved in the community 

• Lots of land to grow 

• Growth of the City 

• Location of the City 

• Great community / people 

• Parks are dispersed throughout the community 

• Numerous beautiful parks 

• Numerous unique facilities 

• Opportunities for outside partnerships 
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Galesburg Recreation and Parks Master Plan 

Student Workshop Summary 
Wednesday May 31, 2017 

The City of Galesburg hosted a student workshop on Wednesday, May 31, 2017 as part of the Galesburg 

Recreation and Parks Master Plan. This workshop provided an opportunity for students to offer their 

perspectives on issues and opportunities for parks and recreation in Galesburg. During the workshop, 

students completed an exercise designed to gather feedback regarding issues, concerns, opportunities, 

and strengths within the community. Input from this and other workshops will help to guide goals, 

recommendations, and policies which are included in the final plan. 

Overall, students discussed the size and condition or parks and facilities within Galesburg, emphasizing 

the need for maintenance, upkeep, renovation, or replacement of many amenities. Participants noted 

the need for updated playground equipment, better landscaping, and the need for additional, larger 

parks in the community. The top issues identified include the need for exciting programming like a 

trampoline park, the lack of community events, and the need for more park security. Participants also 

were concerned over the lack of a sports league of soccer, the limited supply of drinking fountains, and 

the need for more innovative and engaging playgrounds. The most popular project suggested by 

students was to create trampoline park. Additional projects and improvements centered on ideas to 

improve existing parks and facilities, providing WiFi in more areas, ensuring that pools and public 

restrooms are maintained and clean, and building a larger water park with deeper pools. Discussion also 

focused greatly on the potential of developing a pump track. Lake Storey and the dog park were 

consistently identified as a key asset for the community. Additional assets and strengths included the 

skating rink, YMCA, bowling alley, movie theater, basketball courts, and sledding hill. 

Note on Summary Context 
The following is a summary of the thoughts, comments, and opinions received in the workshop in 

response to the above questions. Some comments were shared with the entire group, while others were 

recorded privately on worksheets. It is important to note that the items identified in this summary are 

not recommendations or observations of the consultant, but rather feedback and comments received 

from those who participated in the workshops. 

Issues & Concerns 
At the beginning of the workshop, participants were asked to identify their top issues and concerns 

regarding recreation and parks within the City of Galesburg. After generating a single, cumulative list, 

participants were asked to individually rank their top three issues identified by the group, be it their own 

or those raised by others. Below are the highest ranked issues as determined by those in attendance, as 

well as all other issues identified through the workshop. 

Highest Ranked Issues 

• No SkyZone-type facility or trampoline park

• Need for updated, safer, cleaner playground equipment

• Homeless people and resources for the homeless



• Lack of community events 

• Littering 

• Lack of sport league for soccer 

Other Issues by Category 

Parks & Facilities 

• Parks are small and limited in number 

• Lack of water fountains in parks and playgrounds 

• Need more parks 

• Lack of picnic shelters and tables 

• Skate park at Kiwanis is in terrible condition 

• No pump tracks 

• Lack of outdoor aquatics and many pools are too shallow 

• Build more innovative playgrounds 

Programming & Equipment 

• More community events 

• Basketball courts without nets 

• Need more parks, equipment, and events catered to smaller children 

• Play equipment and playgrounds are not well maintained 

City Administration 

• Police and gun violence 

• Need for increased park security, especially at Kiwanis Park 

• Lack of pedestrian safety on streets (better signs) 

• Easier public access to parks 

Priority Actions & Projects 
In response to the list of issues, participants were asked to name specific project or actions that would 

provide solutions to those issues or improve parks and recreation within the community. Recommended 

projects and actions are categorized below. 

New Parks and Trails 

• Rollercoaster park 

• Water parks 

• Create a bigger water park 

• Trampoline parks like SkyZone 

• Update playground equipment to be safer and more engaging 

• More larger parks 

New Facilities 

• Renovate the pools and include deeper areas for older kids and young adults 

• Include emergency phones in parks and recreation facilities 

• Develop an improved mall 

• More pools 



• Build a pump track 

• Use the amphitheater Downtown on Main 

• Bigger children’s museum than Discovery Depot (like the Madison, WI children’s museum) 

Programming 

• Create a program where adults are watching over kids in parks and recreation facilities 

• More Halloween events 

• More community events, such as cookouts, sporting events, and drive-in movies 

• Have a community fair 

• More day camps 

• More sports tournaments 

• Sports for people of all ages in the community 

• More winter games 

• Canoe and kayak racing 

Maintenance, Repairs & Renovations 

• Keep public bathrooms updated and clean 

• Need cleaner pools 

• Update landscaping at parks 

• Fix the skate park 

• Clean the beach and park at Lake Storey 

• Put more trashcans around areas 

Administration 

• City WiFi 

• Need WiFi in more places 

• Increase security at parks 

Strengths & Assets 
As the Recreation and Parks Master Plan moves forward, the key strengths and assets of the community 

should be regarded as areas to maintain and build upon. Participants identified the strengths and 

advantages of recreation and parks which make Galesburg a great community and should be preserved, 

which are categorized below. 

Parks 

• Skate parks 

• Location of parks 

• Open fields 

• Soccer fields 

• Trees to climb 

• Dog park 

• Kiwanis Park 

• Rogers Park 

• Walking and cycling trails at Lake Storey 

• Suicide Hill for sledding 



• Scenic areas of parks 

Facilities & Programming 

• Skating rink 

• Bowling alley 

• YMCA 

• Merry-go-rounds at parks 

• Movie theater 

• Basketball courts 

• Baseball fields 

• Waiting pools 

• Picnic shelters with grills and tables 

Community 

• Great people 
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Galesburg Recreation and Parks Master Plan 

Stakeholder Interviews Summary 
May 30 and 31, 2017 

On May 30 and 31, 2017, interviews were held with key stakeholders of the Galesburg parks and 

recreation system. The interviews began with a brief overview of the planning process and concluded with 

a discussion of issues, concerns, and ideas. The interviewees were asked three key questions:  

• What are five issues or concerns facing the Galesburg parks and recreation system?

• What are five specific projects or actions you would like to see undertaken within the Galesburg

parks and recreation system?

• What are the primary strengths and assets of the Galesburg parks and recreation system?

Note on Summary Context 
The following is a summary of the thoughts, comments, and opinions received in the workshop in 

response to the above questions. Some comments were shared with the entire group, while others were 

recorded privately on worksheets. It is important to note that the items identified in this summary are 

not recommendations or observations of the consultant, but rather feedback and comments received 

from those who participated in the workshops. 

Top Issues & Concerns 
Participants were first asked to identify the greatest issues facing Galesburg parks and recreation. A wide 

variety of topics were discussed in response to the question; however, many of these issues were 

interrelated and in alignment with other responses and opinions. Accordingly, the responses are grouped 

below into the most common themes. 

Maintenance 
Interviewees noted that the lack of general maintenance in parks was an issue. Also a lack of a youth 

center, parks, trails, and opportunities to get individuals active. Other issues include aging playgrounds, 

poor-quality camp grounds, and golf courses lacking amenities. 

Resources & Programming 
The lack of funds for maintenance, staffing and programming was noted as a key problem. A lack of 

activities for youth and non-mainstream sports were stated as well. 

Communication & Image 
Participants noted that the City has a poor image and the there is a general lack of marketing of the 

parks. Another issue suggested was the lack of maps of parks. 

Other 
Interviewees stated the competition for facilities between league and traveling teams. Other notable 

key concerns included a lack of accessibility, inclusion, and transportation. 



Priority Actions & Projects 
Interview participants were asked to list specific projects or actions that could improve the Galesburg 

parks and recreation system. Several responses were similar and have a number indicating the frequency 

at which this issue was suggested. They are also grouped by common topic areas in no particular order of 

importance: 

New Projects 

• Football fields (2) 

• Baseball diamonds 

• Trails 

• Floor hockey facility 

• Public art 

• Railroad museum 

• Build an indoor ice rink 

• Build an outdoor performance theater 

Facility Improvements 

• Expand Lake Storey fishing 

• WiFi 

• Lighting 

• Shelters  

• Clean up Lake Storey 

• Improve the golf course 

• Improve the camp grounds 

New Programs 
• Marketing 

• Make the arts more accessible to families 

• Expand theater program  

Community Strengths & Assets 
The interview concluded with a discussion of the assets that the Galesburg parks and recreation system 

has, to build upon and should be preserved moving forward. Several community assets identified were 

similar and have a number indicating the frequency at which this issue was suggested. They are also 

grouped by common topic areas in no particular order of importance: 



Parks & Features 

• Lake Storey (7) 

• Lincoln park (3) 

• Skate park 

• Green space 

• Rotary park 

Facilities & Equipment 

• Voyles field (2) 

• Wading pools 

• Architecture  

• Orpheum Theater 

• Trails 

• Park plaza 

Programming & Events 

• Recreation leagues 

• Youth programs 

• Congregational church 

Other 
• Walkability  

• Downtown 
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