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On the evening of January 31, 2018, the City hosted a Subarea Visioning Workshop at the Galesburg Public 
Library with community residents. The goal of the event was to gain an understanding of the desired 
character for the four subareas, as well as identify redevelopment sites and other opportunities.  Over 50 
residents and stakeholders participated in the workshop. 

Participants were divided into four groups to provide everyone a chance to comment on each subarea. 
Each group was given 20 minutes to discuss its initial subarea and provide input on a map using sticky 
notes and dots correlated to four characteristics: poor appearance, undesirable use, community asset, 
and development priority site. A scribe for each group wrote noted suggestions and ideas. After the 20 
minutes, maps were rotated, and each group discussed the new subarea before it. Once each group had 
the opportunity to provide feedback for all four subareas the scribes shared their notes with the larger 
group. 

Note on Summary Context 
The following is a summary of the thoughts, comments, and opinions received in the workshop. It is 
important to note that the items identified in this summary are not recommendations or observations of 
the consultant, but rather feedback and comments received from those who participated in the 
workshop. 

Henderson Street/Sandburg Mall 
For the Henderson Street/Sandburg Mall subarea, groups focused 
on the mall, noting that it was an area of poor appearance, and 
also a redevelopment site for projects such as affordable 
condominiums, Carl Sandburg College, a community/cultural 
center, public green space, or kids’ activity center (laser tag, rock 
wall, mini-golf, etc.). Participants also wanted to repurpose the 
Legends movie theater into a banquet hall.  

In general, people suggested burying power lines, making 
landscape and façade improvements, improving pedestrian 
access, adding lighting, buffering noise, enforcing City 
maintenance requirements, and fixing parking lots. Slot machine 
businesses along Henderson Street were noted as unsightly and 
undesirable uses along with adult book store at the corner of 
Losey Street. The old Walmart was earmarked for redevelopment, 
particularly as a Hy-Vee grocery store, library, or a small business 
incubator. A small business incubator would meet the group’s 
desires for promoting local businesses instead of franchises in this 
subarea. The group also wanted improved access to Planet 
Fitness. The bowling alley, YMCA, Salvation Army store, and dog park were identified as community assets.  
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Henderson Street/    
Monmouth Boulevard 
The amount of liquor stores and lack of groceries was 
identified as the greatest issue in this subarea, and also 
the greatest opportunity to convert the former into the 
latter.  Even the presence of a convenience store would 
help. Other uses identified as undesirable include the 
Hansen Lumber buildings, the Airgas property along 
Monmouth Boulevard. 

The groups noted that the entire subarea south of South 
Street and adjacent industrial properties are primed for 
redevelopment (the area marked by a blue half-circle on 
the map to the right). Specific properties for 
redevelopment include Midwest Credit; the former 
Butler, Maytag, and Aldi buildings; the building across 
Henderson Street from the Aldi; Dale Kelly Park; the 
vacant lot on the southwest corner of Monmouth 
Boulevard and Henderson Street; the open lot across 
from Full Gospel Church on Knox Street; and an open lot 
on Avenue A. The groups noted that the open lots could become community gardens or playgrounds to 
serve the subarea. Also, large vacant buildings could be redeveloped as incubator space for startups, small 
stores, and restaurants. New development should be prioritized at major intersections and sidewalks and 
bike lanes should be added throughout the subarea, especially along Henderson Street. Additional 
businesses community members want to see brought to the subarea include a bank, a gas station, and 
updated housing options between Losey and Main streets along Henderson Street. They also stated that 
perceived safety is an issue, specifically around large parking lots.  Additional lighting would improve this 
perception. Burying the power lines and adding trees was also a desire for this subarea. Identified 
community assets include the City water facility, daycare at Cooks School, the transit center, Steele School, 
and Rotary Park.  

Grand Avenue 
The abundance of liquor stores and bars was the most-noted concern for the Grand Avenue subarea, 
along with the lack of a grocery store. One community member described the area as “Saloon City.” 
Participants chose the strip mall on the southwest corner of Farnham and Knox streets as a potential 
location for a grocery. They noted that several of the of the homes all along Grand Avenue were decaying 
and should be redeveloped into better housing options. 

Pedestrian and cyclist access was also stated as being very poor.  Grand Avenue should be improved with 
“complete streets”, including sidewalks and bike lanes. Improving lighting and burying the power lines 
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along this corridor were desired 
improvements as well. Overall, 
attendees would like to see this 
subarea have less of an industrial 
character directly on Grand 
Avenue closer to Main Street.  
Industrial uses should be placed on 
the away from Grand Avenue and 
south of Whiting Avenue. Some 
participants suggested that the 
section closer to Main Street 
become child-oriented with uses 
such as parks, community green 
space and gardens, paintball, 
sports facilities, waterpark, petting 
zoo, a YMCA, and a community 
center. Community members discussed the difficulty in identifying which businesses are still in operation 
due to building and sign conditions. They suggested initiating a City requirement for operational 
businesses to improve and maintain their facades as well as for owners of vacant buildings to remove 
signage after a specified period of time.  

Participants identified Lombard School as an asset to the subarea, but the gym could be redeveloped to 
serve a more-needed purpose. Other community assets include Dave’s Autobody, Grandview Restaurant, 
Maid-Rite Restaurant, King School, the fire station, and the roller rink. Lastly, attendees expressed desires 
for more retail, a farmers market, a Ferris wheel, bus shelters, and a gateway in this subarea. 

Main Street/Downtown 
Focusing future development and efforts along Main Street, improving building facades, and repurposing 
the former armory building and Central Congregational Church were the primary directives for this 
subarea. Participants identified 
several opportunities for the reuse 
of the armory, including senior, 
community, and human services 
centers, ice rink, mini-golf course, 
and library. The church could be 
reused as a senior or community 
center.  Redevelopment of the 
former Nissan building, West 
Theater, and Elks building were 
also noted along with all other 
vacant buildings.  

Available space above ground-
floor businesses Downtown were 
prioritized for redevelopment as 
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residential units, especially rentals. Making Main Street more pedestrian friendly and aesthetically 
pleasing was another priority.  This could be done through the addition of trees, benches, public 
restrooms, recycling containers, and a playground. Attendees strongly expressed the need to demolish 
the Broadview Hotel and redevelop Public Square. Creating a “civic campus” on the north side of the 
square (outlined in blue in the above map) was also a desired development, which would include a library, 
community center, and a boutique hotel. Community members identified the Box Theater, Discovery 
Depot, murals and historic buildings, Standish Park, public square, library, courthouse, Cornucopia, and 
all of the churches as community assets.  Of the last, Central Congregational Church was highlighted. 
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