
 

 

Antiques on the Bluff Outreach Summary 
On May 5, 2019, hundreds of residents and visitors attended Antiques on the Bluff, an antiques fair held on the first 

Sunday of each month between May and October. As part of this event, the City of St. Joseph set up a tent at Lake 

Boulevard and Broad Street to conduct immersive outreach and speak with passing event goers about the future of 

Downtown St. Joseph. Taking advantage of the great weather along the Bluff, members of the project team engaged 

with over 200 individuals, asking them to complete a short survey about Downtown or give their thoughts on how the 

area should be improved in the future. 35 survey responses were collected while an additional 200 were distributed to 

be completed by individuals in their own time. The input received will be used together with feedback and analysis of 

existing conditions from previous steps of the planning process to create a unified Vision Statement and Framework for 

the Downtown and the peripheral areas. The Vision Statement and Framework will then be used to guide the goals, 

objectives, and recommendations of the Downtown Master Plan.  

Summary of Feedback  
The most frequently stated issue was parking within the Downtown area, particularly the lack of available parking spots 

and the need for longer, offsite, and overnight options. The Fifth Third Bank site and the vacant lot on Pleasant Street 

and Lake Boulevard were identified as potential sites for a garage structure; however, other individuals did not want to 

see a parking garage Downtown. Poor road conditions was the second most popular concern, as many attendees 

commented on the prevalent potholes and deteriorating pavement, particularly along Broad Street, Langley Avenue, 

Main Street, and the southwest corner of Park Street and Court Street. Participants also hoped for improve traffic flow 

as well as greater bike and pedestrian connectivity in the Downtown, such as along Main Street. 

Another major issue was the lack of desirable shops for residents within the Downtown. Attendees expressed there is an 

abundance of souvenir stores for tourists that are pricey and uninteresting to locals. Residents shared their vision to see 

new commercial developments, including small unique businesses to be able to “shop local” while discouraging 

franchises. Others asked for restaurants that serve vegan options or smoothies, dog-friendly restaurants with outdoor 

seating, and a sports shop. One local voiced the need to create a one-stop shopping area with a grocery store and other 

vital shopping options within walking distance.  

Young adults and teens at the event indicated a lack of entertainment Downtown for youth. They expressed desire for 

indoor social events, year-round activities, and entertainment uses such as an arcade bar. A fitness and recreation 

center was also mentioned as a desired community amenity, particularly for the population under 21 years old who are 

unable to partake in nightlife. One participant shared that younger residents often go to Kalamazoo or Grand Rapids for 

entertainment. The lack of affordable rental options was also mentioned, which prevents young professionals as well as 

seniors from living in Downtown. In particular, the high demand for additional modern apartments was identified, like 

the Lookout Point, which currently has a multi-year waiting list.  

Attendees discussed their concern for the preservation of Downtown’s smaller scale as well as the beautification of 

Main Street. This was connected to the need to embrace tourism while maintaining local identity and the small-town 

feel. Multiple attendees hoped to prevent Lake Boulevard from becoming overdeveloped and obstructing the view of 

the Lake. Some also wished to see increased recreational activities on the beach and river, such as low-cost parasailing, 

canoeing, and kayaking rentals. Other issues identified include beach erosion and pollution, the lack of jobs, 

crowdedness, and crime. 


