
 

Chalk the Block Outreach Summary 
On the weekend of August 3rd and 4th, 2019, St. Joseph Today held the 23rd Annual Chalk the Block. This 

event featured chalk artists creating works of art on Broad Street between State Street and Lake 

Boulevard. In addition, the St. Joseph Farmer’s Market and Antiques on the Bluff were held over the 

weekend. To capitalize on a fun and exciting weekend in St. Joseph, members of the St. Joseph 

Downtown Vision project team attended the events on Saturday, August 3rd as an opportunity to 

capture additional outreach for the Downtown Master Plan. The project team set up a tent along Broad 

Street and facilitated an interactive exercise that asked residents to post comments on two poster 

boards, specifically asking what they do and do not want to see in Downtown. This feedback will support 

the planning process and generated a colorful visual that allowed individuals to read through other 

resident’s ideas for the future of Downtown. During the event, members of the project team engaged 

with over 100 individuals, collecting 68 responses as part of the exercise. The input received will be used 

together with the feedback and analysis of existing conditions from previous steps of the planning 

process to guide the development of the Downtown Master Plan. 

Summary of Feedback 
Participants at Chalk the Block were generally positive and visionary about the future of Downtown. The 

board asking what they would like to see received 60 separate comments, compared to only 8 on the 

board asking what they did not want to see. The most frequently discussed topic was parking in 

Downtown. Residents posted various comments asking for additional parking within Downtown, 

improvements to make parking easier and more comprehensive, and the idea of building a dedicated 

parking garage. Some respondents felt that current parking and enforcement discourages individuals 

and visitors from coming to Downtown. Others voiced the opinion that parking would always be a 

problem in the area or that parking is only an issue during the summer months and that efforts to 

improve parking would not benefit the City during the rest of the year. Overall, participants and those 

reading the boards agreed that parking is an important issue for Downtown, but there was no consensus 

on how to address the issue. 

The other most popular comment was the need for more public art in Downtown. This was most often 

related to the City’s previous sculpture program, which placed a set of the same sculpture in areas along 

Main Street that were then painted by local artists. This program was not repeated in 2019 and many 

participants hoped it would return in the future or be replaced by a new program for local art. 

Another common topic discussed was the desire for more restaurants and retail options in Downtown to 

compliment and diversify what is already offered. Some respondents felt that more fast food or casual 

dining options would be nice, while others were adamant that Downtown should not allow chain 

restaurants. Generally, participants were very positive about Downtown today and emphasized that 

efforts to improve it in the future should not disturb the quality of what is already here. 



 

 



 

 


